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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant filed application on 08/27/2003. 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are pending. 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on 07/31/2008 and 
10/09/2003. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Specification 

4. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT. 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC. 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(i) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 
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(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821-1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

Claim - 35 USC § 101 

5. For purposes of examination, Examiner interprets the "method for searching" 
recited in claim 1 as a process/method tied to a particular apparatus in view of the 
specification (see claim 10, line 18, "executed at the media recognition site..."; and 
specification, [0019], [0024], [0029]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 11 - 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The "computer program" recited in claim 1 1 is drawn to software that does not 
appear to be stored/recorded on any type of medium (for example; hardware). 
Therefore, the limitations of claim 1 1 are directed to software per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Salle et al. 
(Salle hereinafter) (EP 1 300 793 A1 ). 

Regarding Claim 10, Salle discloses a method of searching for a media 
recognition site that searches for a media recognition site that recognizes mediate data 
that matches with a user's request, the method comprising the steps of: 

accepting a selected recognition type for recognizing sample data stored 
beforehand (Col. 6, [0030], "The system 10 supplies usage data to the system monitor 
20"; and [0057], "invention may be applied to the provision of a purely electronic service 
such as the provision of digital content over the internet"; Salle); 

downloading a search condition input tool corresponding to the selected 
recognition type information (Col. 6, [0030]; and [0057], "invention may be applied to the 
provision of a purely electronic service such as the provision of digital content over the 
internet"; Salle); 

creating a first media feature value to be assumed as a reference for recognizing 
and processing media data with use of the downloaded search condition input tool and 
according to the sample data stored beforehand (Col. 6, [0030], "The system 10 
supplies usage data to the system monitor 20"; wherein the usage data corresponds to 
the first media feature as claimed and wherein the system 10 corresponds to the user 
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terminal as claimed; and [0057], "invention may be applied to the provision of a purely 
electronic service such as the provision of digital content over the internet"; Salle); 

creating a search condition of the media recognition site according to the created 
first media feature value Col. 6, [0030], "The system 10 supplies usage data to the 
system monitor 20"; and [0057], Salle); 

transmitting the created search condition and the sample data to the media 
recognition site that recognizes media data (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is 
arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via 
connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage 
information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a 
day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle); 

checking whether or not the recognition processing executed at the media 
recognition site matches with the search condition (Col. 6, [0035], "the data store 22 be 
configured so as to store information which matches the types of information criteria"; 
[0036], "data may be generated by selecting amongst average usage patterns of users 
of a similar type"; and [0038], "decides which service provides will provide the most 
suitable deal for the user of the system..."; Salle); 

recognizing and processing the received sample data if the recognition 
processing matches with the search condition as a result of the check (Col. 6, [0035], 
"the data store 22 be configured so as to store information which matches the types of 
information criteria"; [0036], "data may be generated by selecting amongst average 
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usage patterns of users of a similar type"; and [0038], "decides which service provides 
will provide the most suitable deal for the user of the system..."; Salle); 

transmitting a second media feature value that is a result of the recognition 
processing and an identifier of the media recognition site that has recognized and 
processed the media data ([0040], "provide configuration information to the system 10"; 
Salle); 

comparing the second media feature value with the first media feature value 
([0038]; Salle); and 

searching for a media recognition site to be requested for recognition processing 
of media data according to the result of the comparison ([0038]; Salle). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 1 - 9, and 1 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salle et al. (Salle hereinafter) (EP 1 300 793 A1 ) further in view of 
Yamamura et al. (Yamamura hereinafter) (US 6,028,838). 

Regarding Claims 1 , 7, and 1 1 , Salle discloses a method of searching for a 
media recognition site, employed for a media data recognition system that includes a 
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media recognition server for recognizing media data and a user terminal connected to 
the media recognition server through a network, the method comprising the steps of: 

creating, at the user terminal, a first media feature value to be assumed as a 
reference for searching for a media recognition site according to sample data stored 
beforehand (Col. 6, [0030], "The system 10 supplies usage data to the system monitor 
20"; wherein the usage data corresponds to the first media feature as claimed and 
wherein the system 10 corresponds to the user terminal as claimed; and [0057], 
"invention may be applied to the provision of a purely electronic service such as the 
provision of digital content over the internet"; Salle); 

transmitting, at the user terminal, the sample data stored beforehand to the 
media recognition server (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is arranged to receive on a 
periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via connection 7 and store such 
usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage information ...may be details 
regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a day... sampling may continue 
for a very large period of time...", Salle); 

recognizing and processing, at the media recognition server, the sample data 
transmitted from the user terminal (Col. 6, [0035], "the data store 22 be configured so as 
to store information which matches the types of information criteria"; [0036], "data may 
be generated by selecting amongst average usage patterns of users of a similar type"; 
and [0038], "decides which service provides will provide the most suitable deal for the 
user of the system..."; Salle); 
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transmitting, at the media recognition server, a second media feature value that 
is a result of the recognition by the media data recognition server to the user terminal 
([0040], "provide configuration information to the system 10"; Salle). 

Salle also discloses comparing the second media feature value with the first 
feature value ([0038]; Salle). However, Salle does not expressly disclose: comparing at 
the user terminal. On the other hand, Yamamura discloses: comparing, at the user 
terminal, the second media feature value transmitted from the media data recognition 
server with the first feature value created therein (Abstract; and Fig. 7, items 110, and 
item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Salle by 
incorporating the step of comparing as the user terminal, in the same conventional 
manner as disclosed by Yamamura. Skilled artisan would have found it motivated to use 
such a modification in order to provide a valuable function of navigating a user terminal 
to a service provider in due consideration of the type of user terminal and service 
provider, and the network resource (band) necessary for the allocation of the offer of the 
service (see: Col. 1 , lines 50 - 55, Yamamura). 

Furthermore the combination of Salle in view of Yamamura (Salle/Yamamura 
hereinafter) discloses: 

selecting, at the user terminal, a media recognition site according to a result of 
the comparison so as to request the selected site to recognize media data which the 
user terminal has ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and Fig. 7, items 110, and item 
labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). 
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Regarding Claim 2, Salle/Yamamura discloses a method, further comprising 
steps of: 

requesting, at the user terminal, the selected media recognition site to recognize 
and process the media data which the user terminal has (Col. 6, [0034], "system 
monitor 20 is arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the 
system 10, via connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 
22... typically the usage information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled 
over various periods of a day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", 
Salle); and 

transmitting, at the user terminal, the media data which the user terminal has to 
the media recognition site when receiving information for denoting acceptance of the 
request from the selected media recognition site (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is 
arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via 
connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage 
information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a 
day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle). 

Regarding Claim 3, Salle/Yamamura discloses a method, further comprising 
steps of: 

transmitting, at the user terminal, a recognition processing type of the sample 
data to the media data recognition server (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is 
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arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via 
connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage 
information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a 
day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle), 

selecting, at the media recognition server, a search condition input tool 
corresponding to the recognition processing type transmitted from the user terminal 
(Col. 6, [0035], "the data store 22 be configured so as to store information which 
matches the types of information criteria"; [0036], "data may be generated by selecting 
amongst average usage patterns of users of a similar type"; and [0038], "decides which 
service provides will provide the most suitable deal for the user of the system..."; Salle) 
and transmitting the selected search condition input tool to the user terminal ([0040], 
"provide configuration information to the system 10"; Salle); and 

creating, at the user terminal, the first media feature value with use of the 
transmitted search condition input tool ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and Fig. 7, 
items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 4, Salle/Yamamura discloses a method, further comprising 
steps of: 

specifying, at the user terminal, a search condition including both input data type 
and output data type of the media recognition site to be searched ([0038] - [0039]; 
Salle; and Abstract; and Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; 
Yamamura); and 
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transmitting, at the user terminal, the specified search condition together with the 
sample data to the media recognition server (Fig. 7, item 110, and arrow labeled "select 
service provider"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 5, Salle/Yamamura discloses a method, further comprising 
steps of: 

receiving, at the user terminal, the second media feature value from a media 
recognition server that manages a media recognition site matching with the search 
condition ([0040], "provide configuration information to the system 10"; Salle). 

Regarding Claim 6, Salle/Yamamura discloses a method according, further 
comprising steps of: 

receiving, at the user terminal, an identifier for identifying the media recognition 
site that matches with the search condition together with the second media feature 
value ([0040]; Salle; and Fig. 7, item labeled "service provider B, reserve"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 8, Salle/Yamamura discloses a system, wherein 
the storage unit of the user terminal stores media data to be recognized (Col. 6, 
[0030], "The system 10 supplies usage data to the system monitor 20"; wherein the 
usage data corresponds to the first media feature as claimed and wherein the system 
10 corresponds to the user terminal as claimed; and [0057], "invention may be applied 
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to the provision of a purely electronic service such as the provision of digital content 
over the internet"; Salle), 

the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits a request for recognition of 
the stored media data to the media recognition site selected as the result of the 
comparison (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is arranged to receive on a periodical 
basis usage information from the system 10, via connection 7 and store such usage 
information in the data store 22... typically the usage information ...may be details 
regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a day... sampling may continue 
for a very large period of time...", Salle), and 

the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits the stored media data to the 
media recognition site when in receiving information for denoting acceptance of the 
recognition request from the media recognition site (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 
is arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via 
connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage 
information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a 
day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle). 

Regarding Claim 9, Salle/Yamamura discloses a system, wherein 
the user terminal further includes a display unit displaying a screen for selecting 
a recognition type used to recognize the sample data stored beforehand (Fig. 1 , item 
56, "user interface"; Salle; and Fig. 7, item labeled "service selection menu"; 
Yamamura), 
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the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits recognition type information 
selected on the screen to the media recognition server (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 
20 is arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, 
via connection 7 and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the 
usage information ...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various 
periods of a day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle), 

the transmission unit of the media recognition server transmits a search condition 
input tool corresponding to the recognition type information received from the user 
terminal to the user terminal ([0040], "provide configuration information to the system 
10"; Salle), and 

the user terminal creates the first media feature value with use of the received 
search condition input tool ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and Fig. 7, items 110, 
and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 12, Salle/Yamamura discloses a computer program, further to 
perform the steps of: 

requesting the selected media recognition site for recognition of the media data 
which the user terminal has (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is arranged to receive 
on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via connection 7 and store 
such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage information ...may be 
details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a day... sampling may 
continue for a very large period of time...", Salle); and 
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transmitting the media data which the user terminal has to the media recognition 
site upon receiving of information for denoting acceptance of the request from the 
selected media recognition site (Col. 6, [0034], "system monitor 20 is arranged to 
receive on a periodical basis usage information from the system 10, via connection 7 
and store such usage information in the data store 22... typically the usage information 
...may be details regarding consumption sampled over various periods of a 
day. . .sampling may continue for a very large period of time. . .", Salle). 

Regarding Claim 13, Salle/Yamamura discloses a computer program, further to 
perform the steps of: 

accepting a selected recognition type of the sample data (Col. 6, [0030], Salle); 

and 

creating the first media feature value with use of a search condition input tool 
corresponding to the selected recognition type (Col. 6, [0030], Salle). 

Regarding Claim 14, Salle/Yamamura discloses a computer program, further to 
perform the steps of: 

specifying a search condition including both input data type and output data type 
of the media recognition site to be searched ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and 
Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura); and 
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transmitting the specified search condition and the sample data to the media 
recognition server (Fig. 7, item 110, and arrow labeled "select service provider"; 
Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 15, Salle/Yamamura discloses a computer program, further to 
perform the step of 

receiving the second media feature value from the media recognition server that 
manages the media recognition site that matches with the search condition ([0040], 
"provide configuration information to the system 10"; Salle). 

Regarding Claim 16, Salle/Yamamura discloses a computer program, further to 
perform the step of 

receiving an identifier for identifying a media recognition site that matches with 
the search condition together with the second media feature value ([0040]; Salle; and 
Fig. 7, item labeled "service provider B, reserve"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 17, Salle discloses a user terminal used in a media recognition 
site searching system for searching for a media recognition site that recognizes media 
data that matches with a user's request, the user terminal comprising: 

storage means for storing sample data to be recognized and media data (Fig. 1 , 
item 10, Salle); 
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media feature value creating means for creating a first media feature value to be 
assumed as a reference for recognizing the stored media data according to the stored 
sample data with use of a search condition input tool corresponding to a recognition 
type for recognizing the stored sample data (Col. 6, [0030], "The system 10 supplies 
usage data to the system monitor 20"; wherein the usage data corresponds to the first 
media feature as claimed and wherein the system 1 0 corresponds to the user terminal 
as claimed; and [0057], "invention may be applied to the provision of a purely electronic 
service such as the provision of digital content over the internet"; Salle); 

transmitting/receiving means for transmitting a search condition of the media 
recognition site created according to the created first media feature value together with 
the sample data to the media recognition site recognizing the media data (Col. 6, 
[0034], "system monitor 20 is arranged to receive on a periodical basis usage 
information from the system 10, via connection 7 and store such usage information in 
the data store 22... typically the usage information ...may be details regarding 
consumption sampled over various periods of a day. . .sampling may continue for a very 
large period of time...", Salle). 

Salle also discloses media feature value comparing means for comparing a 
second media feature value that is a result of the recognition processing of the sample 
data executed by the media recognition site with the first media feature value ([0038]; 
Salle). However, Salle does not expressly disclose that the user terminal comprises the 
media feature value comparing means. On the other hand, Yamamura discloses: a 
user terminal comprising media feature value comparing means for comparing a second 
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media feature value that is a result of the recognition processing of the sample data 
executed by the media recognition site with the first media feature value (Abstract; and 
Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Salle by incorporating the comparing means at the user terminal, in the same 
conventional manner as disclosed by Yamamura. Skilled artisan would have found it 
motivated to use such a modification in order to provide a valuable function of 
navigating a user terminal to a service provider in due consideration of the type of user 
terminal and service provider, and the network resource (band) necessary for the 
allocation of the offer of the service (see: Col. 1 , lines 50 - 55, Yamamura). 
Furthermore, Salle/Yamamura discloses: 

controlling means for selecting the media recognition site to be requested for 
recognition processing of the stored media data according to a result of the comparison 
([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service 
Selection Menu"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 18, Salle/Yamamura discloses a user terminal, further 
comprising 

displaying means for displaying information for denoting acceptance of the 
selected recognition type used to recognize and process the stored sample data (Col. 6, 
[0030], Salle; and Fig. 7, item labeled "service selection menu", Yamamura), 
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wherein the controlling means downloads a search condition input tool 
corresponding to the selected recognition type ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; and 
Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura), and 

the media feature value creating means creates the first media feature value with 
use of the downloaded search condition input tool ([0038] - [0039]; Salle; and Abstract; 
and Fig. 7, items 110, and item labeled "Service Selection Menu"; Yamamura). 

Regarding Claim 19, Salle/Yamamura discloses a user terminal, wherein the 
transmitting/receiving means receives the result of the recognition processing from the 
media recognition site capable of recognizing and processing the sample data Col. 6, 
[0030], "The system 10 supplies usage data to the system monitor 20"; and [0057], 
"invention may be applied to the provision of a purely electronic service such as the 
provision of digital content over the internet"; Salle). 

Regarding Claim 20, Salle/Yamamura discloses a user terminal, wherein the 
transmitting/receiving means receives an identifier of the media recognition site that has 
executed the recognition processing with the result of the recognition processing 
([0040]; Salle; and Fig. 7, item labeled "service provider B, reserve"; Yamamura). 
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Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GIOVANNA COLAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2752. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
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